CRIME PREVENTION IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS

Every member of society has a responsibility to contribute to crime prevention. No single group or organization can possibly
prevent crime on behalf of all.

Preventing crime is not solely the job of law enforcement. Nor is it exclusively the province of parents, homeowners, or alarm
companies. Each person, each group has the potential to prevent crime and spur others to action, and the efforts of all are
necessary.

Making crime prevention each person’s business can mean a host of actions from specific improvements in physical security to
bringing groups together for more far-reaching efforts. The central point is that each of us brings his or her leverage to bear
against crime.

Reprinted from: “CRIME PREVENTION IN AMERICA, CALL TO ACTION”, 1990, Crime Prevention Coalition, national Crime Prevention Council.

MADISON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

VACATION CHECK LIST

This check list is to help remind you of those actions you should, or should not do, before leaving on vacation:

Notify the police department and register for a vacation home check. To do this, call Police at (248) 585-2100
or call the Police Reserves

Notify your neighborhood watch captain. If you don’t have a neighborhood watch in your area, call the Crime
Prevention Bureau at (248) 583-1424 for information on how to start one.

Let a neighbor use your driveway while you are gone. If you are leaving a vehicle in the drive, have someone
move it from time to time.

Set lights on timers in different rooms to simulate normal evening activity.
Put a radio or TV on a timer to go on and off at different times.

Cut the lawn and trim shrubs before leaving.

Put valuables in a safe deposit box.

Remove all firearms form the home. Store these with a trusted relative or friend if you do not have the means to
store them.

Leaving pets behind. Make arrangements to have a trusted friend care for them, or board them at a reputable
clinic.

Don’t boast about your travel plans before leaving. Talk about these things when you RETURN!

Leave an itinerary of your travel plans with a trusted relative or friend so you can be reached in the event of an
emergency.

Unplug all small appliances.

If you have central air, set the cooling temperature at 80 degrees. Window air conditioners should be set on low
and monitored by a relative or friend.

Leave blinds and curtains in their normal positions.
Pack your car/truck/van/camper the day of the trip, not the night before.

Lock all windows.
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