IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE 1 SHOULD DO?

Yes. Make a detailed inventory list of your
property. A "Property List" form will be
given to you when you get an engraver. Keep
the completed inventory form in a safe
place, such as a safe deposit box.

WHAT ABOUT VALUABLE ITEMS WHICH CAN'T BE
ENGRAVED?

For glass type items, pens with indelible
ink are available at many retail outlets and
art supply outlets.

Jewelry should be photographed and a written
appraisal obtained, which should be stored
in a safe place.

Video camcorders could be used to make a
video inventory of your possessions,
complete with a narrative about the item's
date of ©purchase, cost, and special
features.

WHAT ABOUT EQUIPMENT IN MY MOTOR VEHICLE?

Wwhen identifying such property as wheel
covers, stereo radios, and speakers, use the
vehicle's identification number (V.I.N.).
If you should sell the vehicle and one of
these items is stolen and then recovered,
law enforcement will be able to locate the
appropriate person.

This alsc applies to your recreational
vehicles, such as watercraft and all terrain
vehicles. Use that vehicle's special
identification number.

For more crime prevention tips, contact:

MADISON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT
CRIME PREVENTION BUREAU
583-1424

OP ERATION

IDENTIFICATION

MADISON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT
280 WEST THIRTEEN MILE ROAD
MADISON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN 48071
PHONE: (810) 585-2100



WHAT IS OPERATION IDENTIFICATION?

A program to discourage theft and burglary
by the 1identification of wvaluables and
advising potential thieves this action has
been taken.

WHAT PROPERTY SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED?

Generally, any item having a high value
which would be attractive to a thief. 1In a
home, such items could be bicycles, tools,

microwave ovens, portable TVs, stereo
systems, cameras, VCRs, and similar
household property. Businesses should
engrave office eguipment, personal
computers, calculators, and audio-visual
items.

HOW IS THIS ACCOMPLISHED?

Private individuals etch their Michigan
Operator's license number on their
valuables. This is the one letter, twelve

digit number at the top of your Michigan
Operator's 1license. After etching this
number onto the article, follow it with MI
in parenthesis to 1indicate this 1is a
Michigan number.

EX: A-123-456-789-001 (MI)

Corporations could use their assigned
Michigan tax I.D. number, identifying it as
in the following example:

EX: 12-34-56789 (MI TAX)

Sole proprietorships could use either the
operator's license or the tax I.D. number

and the same holds true for partnerships.

The operator's license is law enforcement's
preferred number.

HOW WILL THIS HELP?

The Michigan Law Enforcement Information
Network (LEIN) is a computerized system
which has the identity and address of every
licensed driver in the State of Michigan.
Any Michigan Law Enforcement Agency, and law
enforcement agencies in many other
surrounding States, can identify the owner
of an item by querying the system with the
operator's license number.

WHOSE OPERATOR'S LICENSE NUMBER SHOULD BE
USED?

Preferably, the person who is the designated
"head of household”. Sole proprietorship
businesses should use the owner's license
number. Partnerships could use the license
number of the senior partner.

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE IN OPERATION I.D.?

Madison Heights residents and businesses can
go to the Madison Heights Police Department
and cobtain an engraver.

HOW LONG CAN I KEEP THE ENGRAVER?

For up to five (5) business days. When you
return it, you will be given window stickers
to show vyour participation in Operation
Identification. These stickers also give
notice to potential thieves that items have
been marked for identification.

HOW MUCH WILIL THIS COST ME?

Only whatever your time 1is worth. The
engraver 1is loaned to you free of any
charges. The window stickers are also free.



Police Department

Crime Prevention Bureau

280 W. 13 Mile Rd.
583-1424
Operation Identification

What is Operation ldentification?
A program to discourge theft and burglary by the identification.of valuables and advising potential
thieves this action has been taken.

What property should be identified?

Generally, any item having a high value which would be attractive to a thief. In a home, such
items could be bicycles, tools, microwave ovens, portable TVs, stereo systems, cameras, VCRs, and
similar household property. Businesses should engrave office equipment, personal computers, calcula-
tors, and audio-visual items.

How is this accomplished?
Private individuals etch their Michigan Operator's-license number-en-their valuables.  This is the
one letter, twelve digit number at the top of your Michigan Operator's license. After etching this number
onto the article, follow it with Ml in parenthesis to indicate this is a Michigan number.
EX: A-123-456-789-001 (MI)
Corporations could use their assigned Michigan tax .D. number, identifying it as in the following

example:

EX: 12-34-56789 (Ml TAX)
Sole proprietorships could use either the operator's license or the tax 1.D. number and the same

holds true for partnerships. The operator’s license is law enforcement's preferred number.

How will this heip?
The Michigan Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN) is a computerized system which has

the identity and address of every licensed driver in the State of Michigan. Any Michigan Law Enforce-
ment Agency, and law enforcement agencies in many other surrounding States, can identify the owner
of an item by querying the system with the operator's license number.

Whose operator's license number should be used?
Preferably, the person who is the designated "head of household." Sole proprietorship busi-
nesses should use the owner's license number. Partnerships could use the license number of the

senior partner.

and obtain an engraver.



Police Department Continued

How long can | keep the engraver?
For up to five business days. When you return it, you will be given window stickers to show your
participation in Operation Identification. These stickers also give notice to potential thieves that items

have been marked for identification.

How much will this cost me?
Only whatever your time is worth. The engraver is loaned to you free of any charges. The
window stickers are also free.

Is there anything else | should know?
Yes. Make a detailed inventory list of your property. A "Property List" form will be given to you
when you get an engraver. Keep the completed inventory form in a safe place, such as a safe deposit

What about valuable items which can't be engraved?

For glass type items, pens with indelible ink are available at many retail and art supply outlets.

Jewelry should be photographed and a written appraisal obtained, which should be stored in a
safe place.

Video camcorders could be used to make a video inventory of your possessions, complete with
a narrative about the item's date of purchase, cost, and special features.

What about equipment in my motor vehicle?
When identifying such property as wheel covers, stereo radios, and speakers, use the vehicle's
identification number (V.L.N.). If you should sell the vehicle and one of these items is stolen and then

recovered, law enforcement will be able to locate the appropriate person.
This also applies to your recreational vehicles, such as watercraft and all terrain vehicles. Use

the vehicle's special identification number.

For more crime prevention tips, contact the Madison Heights Crime Prevention Bureau at 583-1424.




