
 
 
 
 
Coyote-Human Interactions  

Coyotes rarely attack humans. Bites from snakes, rodents, and 
domestic dogs are a far greater possibility than coyote bites, according 
to public health authorities. However, coyotes that are fed become 
accustomed to people and present a human safety risk. People should 
never intentionally feed or attempt to tame coyotes. It is in the best 
interest of both coyotes and humans if coyotes retain their instinctive 
fear of people. The following important points can help minimize 
potential conflicts with coyotes: 

• Never approach or touch a coyote  
• Never intentionally feed a coyote  
• Eliminate all outside food sources, especially pet foods  
• Put garbage out the morning of pickup day  
• Clear out wood and brush piles; they are good habitat for rats 

and mice and may attract coyotes  
• Good husbandry practices, guard animals, and coyote control 

measures can help to protect livestock  
• Do not allow pets to roam free when coyotes are present - 

consider keeping pets indoors or accompany them outside, 
especially at night  

 
 


